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Voices Newsletter June 2018 

  JUNE MEETING DATES AND PLACES  

HAIFA 
Tuesday, June 26th  
at 7:30 pm 

Naomi Yalin’s 
8 Kikar David, Neve 
Shaanan 
Tel: 04-822-9792 
Tel: 04-822-3373 
 
Coordinator: 
Wendy Blumfield 

Tel: 04-837-6820 
Mobile: 054-524-0412 
wendyb@netvision.net.il 

TEL AVIV 
Thursday, June 21st 
at 7:30 pm 

AACI 
94 A Allenby Street, 
Tel Aviv  
 
 
 
 
Coordinator: 
Mark Levinson 
Tel: 054-444-8438  
nosnivel@netvision.net.il 

JERUSALEM 
Tuesday, June 12th 
at 6pm 

Toby Shuster’s  
5 Aza Street, Jerusalem 
 
 
 
 
 
Coordinator: 
Ruth Fogelman 
Tel: 02-628-7359 
ruthfogelman@gmail.com 

UPPER GALILEE 
Wednesday, June 20th 
from 5-7pm  

Reuven and Yehudit’s  
128 Keren HaYesod  
Artists Quarter, Tzfat  
 
 
 
Coordinator: 
Reuven Goldfarb 

Tel: 04-6974105 
Mobile: 058-414-0266  
poetsprogress@gmail.com 

BET SHEMESH / MODIIN 
Sunday, June 24th 
at 8:00pm 

Judy Belsky’s 
Nahar Hayarden 120/4  
Floor 2 
Bet Shemesh 
 
Coordinator: 
Dr. Judy Belsky 
drjudybelsky@gmail.com 

NETANYA & SHARON 
Tuesday, June 26th  
at 7:30pm  

Susan Olsburgh’s 
2/6 Zalman Shazar. 
(3rd floor) Ramat Poleg 
 
Coordinator: 
Susan Olsburgh 

Tel:  09-885-5629 
olsburgh.susan@gmail.com 

WESTERN GALILEE  
Monday, June 25th 
at 8:30pm 

Kibbutz Evron 
 
 
 
Coordinator:  
Phyllsie Gross 

Tel: 052-874-6880 
phyllsie@hotmail.com 

LONDON UK 

For information please  
contact Esther. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Esther Lipton: 
eblipton@talk21.com 

GUSH ETZION 
Please contact Mindy if 
you are interested in the 
group re-starting. 
 
Coordinator: 
Mindy Aber Barad 
Tel: 05-4667936  
maber4kids@yahoo.com 

SOUTHERN 
Please contact Miriam  
for more details. 
 
 
Coordinator: 
Miriam Green  
Tel: 05-7388640 
miriamsgreen@gmail.com 

ASHKELON 
Please contact 
Chaim for more details 
 
 
 
Coordinator: 
Chaim Bezalel 

bezalel.levy@gmail.com 

 
 
 
 

 

 
 

President 

Susan Olsburgh 

2/6 Zalman Shazar 

Ramat Poleg, Netanya 

Tel: 09-885-5629 

olsburgh.susan@gmail.com 

 

Assistant President 

Helen Bar-Lev 

3 Hairus St. 

Metulla 1029200 

Tel: 077-353-5548 

helentbarlev@gmail.com 

 

Secretary 

Linda Suchy  

Haim Laskov 5/7  

Netanya 4265605 

Tel: 054-497-8812 

secretary.voices@gmail.com 

 

Treasurer 

Chanita Millman  

15 Shachar St. 

Jerusalem 96263 

Tel: 02-653-6770 

millmanm@zahav.net.il 

 

Membership Coordinator 

Susan Rosenberg 

42/46a Leon Blum  

Haifa 33852 

Tel: 04-838-1218 

susanndick@gmail.com 
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LETTER FROM THE PRESIDENT JUNE 2018 

Dear All 

Our biennial residential Poetry by the Sea 2018 was a great social success. It was delightful to have members from 

the following groups: Beersheva, Bet Shemesh, Haifa, Netanya the home team, Jerusalem, Tsafat and Tel Aviv. 

Thanks to Wendy Blumfield and Naomi Yalin there are lovely photographs both on Facebook and the Voices website. 

I am very grateful to our three distinguished presenters, Marc Radzyner, Nicholas Dunne-Lynch and Professor 

Shlomo Sher for all their time and effort in preparing and delivering their stimulating and rewarding presentations to 

the large number of participants.  

As is our practice, to avoid any complacency, Nicholas Dunne-Lynch, our workshops coordinator, conducted  an 

evaluation of the event. He prepares, administers and evaluates all our events and his analysis and report are to be 

found elsewhere in this newsletter. In an effort to commit to increasingly higher standards there are some outcomes 

to be developed and Nicholas’s frank analysis is worth reading. Overall a high success rate was noted and the next 

task is to implement suggestions.  

Thanks are due to our publicity officer, Wendy Blumfield, for securing some coverage of Poetry by the Sea in 

‘Haaretz‘ and the ‘Jerusalem Post’. However, as community listings have reduced in these newspapers, we need to 

widen our outreach other than on Facebook. If any of our members have other contacts or suggestions please do let 

me know. This is also important with regard to ensuring overseas poets’ involvement in Voices Israel particularly 

when the 2018 Reuben Rose Competition is launched in July. 

A chapbook of Poetry by the Sea poems will be published in due course and Johnmichael Simon has kindly offered to 

coordinate this. I shall be in touch with all those who attended the residential to see if they have poems to 

contribute. 

Changes in the Haifa Voices group announced in the last newsletter have now taken place. Susan Rosenberg was 

given a very warm tribute after completing many years as coordinator (see separate report) and with the full 

confidence of the Haifa group Wendy Blumfield has taken over Susan’s role. Susan Rosenberg continues to be the 

energetic national membership secretary and she is currently contacting several members who have still not reacted 

to her appeal “Dues are due”. Please do respond. 

Our new secretary Linda Suchy has been very vigilant - crosschecking membership, email distribution and snailmail 

lists. A number of anomalies have been identified and dealt with leading to a more streamlined database. 

Members of the Voices community will have been saddened to hear of the passing of long-standing member Olga 

Wind. Olga’s deep resonating voice and wise presence enhanced all the events she attended. I have written to Olga’s 

family expressing the condolences of the members and samples of Olga’s writing are placed within this newsletter.  

The warm days are here. I hope you will have many happy creative opportunities in June. 

Susan Olsburgh, President Voices Israel 
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REPORT FROM THE WORKSHOP COORDINATOR 
 

Voices Residential Workshop ‘Poetry by the Sea’ 

Report (Ref 20180506-7) 

King Solomon Hotel, Netanya, 6-7 May 2018 

 
This two-day workshop attracted no fewer than twenty-seven participants from all over Israel and included as 

an evening event the presentation of the prizes to winners of the 2017 Reuben Rose Competition by Professor 
Shlomo Sher, while Mark Levinson gave an analysis of entries. 

 
Featured in the workshop were three presentations, opening with Marc Radzyner, Reuben Rose winner this 

year, with ‘An exploration of the short poems of American poet A.R. Ammons’. Nicholas Dunne-Lynch followed with 
'Two Jewish poets of WW1' including a performance of several poems, and Shlomo Sher concluded with 'Reconciling 
the "private" and the "public" in our poetry in an era of “identity politics” '.  

 
The workshop was one of a popular series held at the King Solomon Hotel over the years. The response rate of 

55% to the evaluation was, however, disappointing, as was the overall approval rating of 73%, which compares less 
than favorably with two recent workshops at Rehovot and Nahariya.  

 
While the social element continued to be invaluable, and participants were very pleased with both the 

atmosphere and the overall organization, many felt the presentations were rather long and did not allow enough 
time for writing exercises, most participants stressing that they were there to write. However, a minority held that 
they do not respond well to ‘writing on demand’ exercises and have no problem with the longer presentations. 

 
Nonetheless, this appears to be an issue that ought to be addressed, and a time limit of, say, twenty minutes 

ought to be set for presentations, while alternative exercises could be introduced for participants who do not 
respond well to ‘writing on demand’.  

 
The acoustics drew some criticism as well as extraneous noise from the nearby hotel kitchen, and several 

participants recommended upgrading the broadcast equipment. The OHP also came in for some criticism, especially 
the difficulties in setting up, which eat into workshop time—all issues to be examined for future workshops. 

 
More than any other, this evaluation exercise was very valuable in drawing attention to particular issues, 

which can now be rectified, and the standard of workshops improved. 
 

Nicholas Dunne-Lynch 

Voices Workshop Coordinator 

n.dunnelynch@gmail.com 

  

mailto:n.dunnelynch@gmail.com


  
 

Voices Israel Group of Poets in English 
 

 
http://voicesisrael.com  Page | 4 

 

A WARM WELCOME TO OUR NEW MEMBERS 
 

- Susan Somerville, Jerusalem 

 

- Rosemary Wolfson, United Kingdom 

 

 

CALLS FOR SUBMISSIONS 
 

Even if a Group does not have a meeting, I encourage Voices members to send in their poems for 

consideration in the Newsletter. Be sure to indicate the name of the Group. We want to hear from all of you! 

 

 

CONGRATULATIONS 
 

- to Pesach Rotem whose poem “Pair of Nipples Invades Florida High School” was published in Tuck 

Magazine at http://tuckmagazine.com/2018/05/04/poetry-1461/ 

 

- to Matthew Anish who has published a chapbook "Of Other Things".  It is available for $7.00.  His e-mail 

address is greatceasersghost1@gmail.com. 

 

- to Bernard Mann who was welcomed by Esra Raanana to talk about his new historical novel, DAVID & 

AVSHALOM, Life and Death in the Forest of Angels, at Beit Fischer, Raanana on 30 May 2018. 

 

 

CONDOLENCES 

 

− We were saddened to hear of the passing of veteran member Olga P. Wind. We offer condolences to her 

husband and all the family.   

− Our sympathies go to Aviva Ophir on the sad passing of her mother. 

 

http://tuckmagazine.com/2018/05/04/poetry-1461/
mailto:greatceasersghost1@gmail.com
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SPECIAL THANKS FOR A SPECIAL LADY 

 
At the May meeting of the Haifa Voices Israel group, we paid tribute to our devoted branch leader of 

many years, Susan Rosenberg, who had decided to retire from the job.  Susan has filled many roles for 

Voices, was originally National Secretary when the monthly newsletter was ingeniously squashed onto one 

side of a foolscap sheet of paper, with many added comments artistically handwritten around the borders.  

The Poetry Page then edited by Ezra Ben Meir was fitted onto the other side of the page.  Susan continued 

this job through the many years that the newsletter was printed and sent out by mail right up to the time that 

we decided to produce the newsletter on-line in order to extend the contents and save the enormous cost of 

printing and postage.  

Happily, Susan is continuing as national Membership Co-ordinator and also plans to continue 

attending Haifa meetings and workshops. We all value her beautiful poems and wise comments. 

I am now taking over the job as Haifa co-ordinator but Susan is a hard act to follow with her charm 

and her tact. 

 

Wendy Blumfield, Haifa Coordinator 

 

Haifa Group Meeting – Susan Rosenberg 
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Voices Israel Poetry by the Sea Residential Workshop in Netanya 

The happy group posing for our portrait! 
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2017 Reuben Rose Winners 

Standing from left. Judy Belsky, Iris Dan, Marc Radzyner, Mark Levinson (competition 

organizer), Susan Olsburgh (national Voices President), Shlomo Sher (awards presenter. 

Sitting from left. Rumi Morkin (aka Miriam Webber), Dina Yehuda 
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JUNE 2018 GROUP POETRY SELECTIONS 
 

 
In Loving Memory 
Of Olga P. Wind 

 
 
 
Mother's sewing machine 
 
Mother's voice went silent, 
her sewing machine  
stopped turning, still in a corner 
it speaks to me. 
-Silence- 
While dusting  
I recall sitting next to her, 
-Closeness- 
A warm feeling puts me to sleep. 
Happy dreams wake me up 
to face a new day. 

 
Olga P. Wind 

 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
A Child Again Sitting on a bench 
 
-Alone- 
the sun gone 
-Dark- 
strangers walk by, 
it starts to rain, 
suddenly a storm, 
the lighting, spectacular! 
-Fear- 
it has been years since the world 
observed me like this, 
it makes me a child again… 
-Sad today, Happy for what was- 
 
Olga P. Wind 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 



  
 

Voices Israel Group of Poets in English 
 

 
http://voicesisrael.com  Page | 9 

 

 
 
The Other Side 

 
We tend our garden 
and dine beneath the pergola, 
where the green grapes  
swell in the summer sun. 
 
We walk the dog in the park, 
enjoy the evening breeze, 
chat of this and that 
and go home to tea and cake.  
 
But on the other side of the hill, 
beyond our complacent life, 
young men fight to keep us safe 
in a never-ending war. 
 
We give it but a fleeting thought  
as we tend the garden 
and walk the dog.   
It’s as if the conflict raged 
in another land. 
 
Kaila Shabat, Netanya/Sharon Selection 
 

 

*************** 
 
 

Saturday Afternoon            
 
Saturday afternoon silence 
sits on chairs and floors,  
stretches up the stairs like a yawn,  
hangs from the rafters  
like drawn curtains  
closed against the sound 
of sunlight 
until, like a shell, 
it is cracked open 
by waking voices  
hoarse from sleep,  
waves of words 
come galloping.  
 
Linda Lown-Klein, Jerusalem selection 

 
 
 
do not disturb 

 
brisk afternoon air 

recalling an earlier occurrence 

communication broach 

having missed the signs – 

the facial expression, 

the tone of voice, 

the hand gestures 

put off by brusk words 

no room to express regret 

for the disruption 

let me know when the way is clear, 

perhaps in a milder manner 
 
Edit Gavriely, Haifa selection 

 
 

*************** 
 
 
 
Tides 
 
plunging into the tides of time 
I dive into their shadowy depths 
scavenging for the smallest treasures 
fragments of ancient memories 
bits and pieces to fit together 
before they cease to be 
 
Francine Treat, Western Galilee selection 
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OH! MY PA-PA 

 
As it says in the old song 

Gone are the days 
When he would 

Take me on his knee 
 

But silently you live on 
Absurdly obligatory in 

Broad varieties of 
Forms and applications 

Important or not 
Which bureaucracy 
Keeps on inventing 

 
In the eyes of authorities 

A long gone father’s name 
Seems to equal certain control 

Of the living 
 

It was your wish to rest in peace 
Anonymously in the lush meadow 

And so you do 
While official papers 

See to spreading your name 
Far and wide 

 
Birgit Talmon, Tel Aviv selection 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
Heatwave 
 
Across the wadi pines 
droop in the stagnant air 
heavy with foreboding 
no branches stir. 
 
The wadi is undisturbed 
by twitter, chirp or trill; 
The sky does not soar with swallows 
or stoop with kestrel, 
no sparrows flutter in the hollows 
nor warbler nor finch, not a bird: 
The wadi is still. 
 
Do the birds hide from the heat 
the oppressive steel-grey sky? 
Or do they sense the Middle East 
poised like a crouched cat on tense feet 
waiting for things to fly? 
 
Do they feel this uneasy dread, 
Do they scan the dull skies overhead, 
can they see evil before us? 
Or are these just thoughts of a fevered brain 
that will disperse come the cooling rain 
and the dawn chorus? 
 
Judy Koren, Haifa selection. 
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Birthright 

I savor each sight of the sea,  
White crested waves rise, crash. 
Horizon endless, soothing, serene. 
I savor the sound of each  
Street name,  
Sweet nougats of treasured Jewish history. 

I savor the blooming prismatic cascades  
Along alleys, roads and byways 
And sultry jasmine-scented summer nights, 
Perfumed air shadowing my nocturnal flights. 

I savor each sun-drenched day with azure sky,  
And winds that roar to bring us rain. 
And the six million mothers who tell us why 
And how to run our lives on bus or train. 

I savor the sight of each soldier, 
Jaunty, determined,  
Steely calm 
Primed to forfeit life for people, land. 

I savor the serpentine ascent to Jerusalem, 
At dusk hazy undulating hills and twinkling lights 
And each tear-drenched stone of our Holy Wall, 
Worn smooth by millennia of supplications. 

I savor the bustling throngs as I meander  
Down Old City cobblestoned alleys 
With endless eateries and cafes 
Bursting with laughter and food, 
Remembering here seventy years ago 
Crowds trembled, starved, besieged. 

I savor each tree, each flower,  
Each hill, each grain of sand, 
And the countless hallowed sacred places,  
Ancestral spirits hovering above. 

I savor the teeming, vibrant, noisy multitudes,  
Ready to die, more ready to live. 
I savor G-d’s bounteous blessing: 
A home in our birthright,  
Born of miracles and blood, 

I savor each step I can take  
On this Holy, Holy, Holy 
Land. 
 
Miriam Feigelman, Netanya/Sharon selection 

 

 
 

Some Reflections on a Business Trip to Cairo 
 

I too crossed the Nile 
But not in the style 
Of Pharaohs and Kings of the past. 
Mine was a trudge, 
In the heat and the sludge, 
I just had to get out of there fast. 
 
I don't trust those guys, 
With their mean, shifty eyes, 
And everyone here's on the take. 
Although it's not dear 
They will con you I fear, 
I believe that this trip's a mistake. 
 
The museum is gloom, 
One cadaverous tomb, 
I don’t think I'll go there again, 
And as for the food, 
Well without being rude 
I would rather eat out of a drain. 
 
But one saving grace 
That I found in this place 
Is the interesting mixture of races. 
From the white to the black 
There is surely no lack 
Of variety in all of these faces. 
 
A babble of tongues 
And not just the ones 
That a traveler like me can recall. 
A mixture of dress 
And as you may guess 
There is no one to talk to at all. 
 
So Cairo it seems 
Is not made from dreams, 
A place that is hot and just seething. 
I have had better times 
(and composed better rhymes), 
But now I'm just glad to be leaving.  

 
Lawrence Levene, Jerusalem selection 
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POEMS FROM OUR OVERSEAS MEMBERS 
 

 

Be a Self-righting Ship 
 

The safest sailboat rights itself. 
It has balance and ballast and cannot sink. 
The sail is designed as a brake. 
If you let go, it points up and luffs the wind. 
Be a self-righting ship. 
Always point up. 
Steady on the tiller. 
Furl and unfurl. 
Enjoy your wings. 
Reach for it. 
Tighten your turnbuckles. 
Oil your chocks and cleats. 
Coil your ropes. 
Keep your path clean and clear. 
Watch that boom. 
Take a sea anchor. 
Quarter tack the screamers. 
Know your beaching skeg. 
Find trapped air. 
Wear your life preserver. 
Slip into port nicely. 
Clean off the salt. 
 
Ruth Hill, Canada 

 

*********** 

Waltzing With the Wind 
 
The clouds are waltzing with the wind 
Formless, restless moisture filled pillows 
That coalesce, come together as family 
Then from the bulging white billows 
Break away, independent offspring 
Float aimlessly drifting dreamlike 
Across a grey, light laden sky 
Hover above seas, trees, hilltops 
And disappear into the distance 
Never to return. 
 
Esther Lipton UK 
 

 

Tracks 
 
The tracks in the snow 
I dream of 
belong to an albino wolf 
curly as a sheep 
with soft-eyes 
with no look of distant greyness 
about them 
and as I follow 
the regularly spaced 
five-toed paw prints 
I come upon 
open patches 
of tawny winter grass 
and all that is needed 
to complete this picture 
are two beagles 
black, tan and white 
running, turning 
as a jack rabbit 
piebald about the ears 
leaps out from under a bush 
and I know it’s Spring 
and this is a famous painting 
by a Canadian artist 
in which I don’t belong 
 
Don Mulcahay, Canada 
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Pet Theory 
 
These lower species, 
adopted, taken under wing, 
these yakking piddlers 
and crappers 
we bring in from the field 
and warm and feed and nurture 
- what is the nature 
of their attachment to us 
and ours to them? 
 
In our condescension, 
our evolutionary narcissism, 
we tend to see them 
merely as our worry beads, 
toys, 
adornments 
or conveniences 
- a stroke of their soothing fur 
guaranteed to allay angst 
reduce acid flow 
calm tremors 
sanitize insane thought 
 
But there’s a shadowy theory 
which appeals to me: 
that these loving beasts 
are devices of the maker, 
animal-angels 
who adopt us; 
divine measuring devices, 
sheep in sheep’s clothing, 
noting in their passing 
both the measure and grain 
of what humanity 
we may or may not display 
 
Don Mulcahay, Canada 
 
 

 
 

 

The Tragedy 
 
He mowed down so many  
and the blood is still 
warm on the ground 
Leaders speak of healing  
Another mass murder  
There are far too many of them 
Blood, blood, blood 
Screams, screams, screams  
One asks oneself 
Whether people are really good  
or are they evil 
I read somewhere that “There are places souls  
go which not even demons dream of” 
That is the case  
Find solace however you can  
Peace, Shalom. Peace 
 
Matthew Anish USA 
 

 
 

  


